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A gear ago I went to Jamaiéa at the invitation of the
Jamaica government to suggest a plan for library service for
the island.

194+ was one of the most stirring years in Jamaica's his-
tory. 1In the last few years there has been a great awakening
of nztional consciousness end last year Jamalca was given a new
constitution with universal adult suffrage .nd a House of Re-
presentu.tives slected on that bgsim. Jamaica has had great and
inspiring leadership in Norman Wushington kanley. He is pim—
self = Jamaican, a Rhodes scholar and probably the2 leading barr-
ister and ons of the leéding personalities ip the West Indies.

Jamzica has many ané great problems. It is only a hun-
dred years from slavery. The population of one and a quarter
million is almost entirely bluck or coloured with & sprinkling
of East Indians and Chinese. It is opmly one peT cent white.
Half the people cannot read or write and the average income 1is
only $112 a year. There are ..any social problems there result-
ing from poverty znd lack of education.

Jamaica's problems are great but just as great it seemed
to me was the high spirit of aiventure and determination to do
something about them. Therc is probably nowhere in the world
today a more united, eager, alert people than the educated

young peoyple of Jamaica. The British Government is ready to
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help the Islwnd with expert advice and plans and with grants of
_money. Tuis help is not being handed to &an inert people but to
'a peopie aware‘of their needs and with a real belief in their own
destiny.

I shall never forget the packed halls where hundreds of young
people gathered «t 4,30 on hot afternoons in Kingston last suﬁmer
't; listen to vurious experts talking about responsible government,.
agriculture cooperction or education, They leaned forward tn
their seats and lkstened with eager attention and that ready
ap.lause and quick laughter which is so heartening a feature of
Jamaican audiences. When Col. Stanley, the British Coionial Sec-
retary, was there recently he sald that education was Jamaicahs
primery need and his stutement was echoed by every member of his
large zudience.

Jamaicans are also expressing themselves with a definite
Jemaican accent in writing znd painting. Two years ago a most
interesting collection of writings was published under the title
nFoeus™, The wife of the politicul leader, Edna Manley, is her-
self a sculptor of genius. 1In public institutions «nd private
homes in Kingston her figures and carvings arrest your attention-
and give you an unnistakeable -ense of the abounding vitality, the
uystery and the greatness of this people, There is a group of
young painters working under Mrs. Manley's inspiration and guidance.
With freshness and vigour they are painting in oils and varied
loveliness of Jamalica and the exuberent, warm life of their people,

Coming back to libraries. 1In Kingston, the capital, there is
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already a libpary with a Junior Centre for young people. The Junior
Centre is a beautiful building, furnished with mabhoe and liinum
vitae, lovely loczl woods, and with an attractive colleftion of books.
The number of young pecorle ailowesd to use it has to be restricted bte-
cause of the shortage of books. But whenever an addition is made to
the book stoek and it is announced that more members can be admitted
there is a long line of hopeful, bright-eyed applicants waiting in
the streect long before the library doors are open, The adult library
in Kingston has members all over the Island., It cannot begin to meet
the demand for books on practical subjects and the overwhelning demand
for books on socizal, economic &nd political matters,.
I spent alwost u year in Jamzica, driving over its twisting,

steep roads, witii vlue mountains lifting their shouldgrs above you
and thc¢ turquoise wuters of the Carkbbean Sea never far away. 1
talked to all the locwl ov:.rnment boards and met hundreds of in-
dividuals interested in the prospect of a library. 1 found everyone
convinced of the need from the Governor, Sir John Huggins, down to
the members of the local government boards, Libraries are not looked -
upon as a frill but as a necessary part of the educationsal egquipment

\\\\a people needs if it is going to govern itself,
B g o~ "\. Already in the eastern islands of the Caribbean there is a

TRINIDAD, B 1) Has a GrrDoN

\ regional library operating-from Trinidad, directed by Dr. Helenh?tewart

N etva. FHETT N oo /\ct,«:«ﬁvl
of British Colunvia,. } spent a week there and went out from Port of
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Spain on the book truck which gives service to Trinidgd. Very notice-
able there was the great interest shown in every sort of practical book:

books on the ceitrus industry, tropical gardening and agriculture,

sanitation, accounting and so on, among the men, sewing, embroidery,
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2ooking and child care umong the women. When the book truck broke
down two miles from the lust stcp the news travelled and the crowd
wzlked the twe miles to exchange their books.

In 211 the British West Indies reconstruction in agriculture,
social welfure, .ducstion is being undertaken. There is general con-
sent thet educstion for adults as well as children is the underlying
primary rneed and libraries are being established because adult ed-

ucation is mezningless without them. ,£L~4£ .

Back in Canede it seemed to me that what is zappening in the
dest Indies shows our library probler in & new light. We cre polit-
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1lly ahead o1r them. We have had self-government now for thre:-
gquarters 5f & century. Liost-of our peoirle can read snd write. But

so far as book provision goes we have five million people, nearly one
half of our pozulation, without libraries., Cur c;ties end mest of our
larger towns hnve libraries but there is still 95% of our rural pcr-
ulation which has'nothing svwrroaching satisfactory service.

CAN ADAS. LIRS AR LERYTE .

It is true th t Cenada's rural populestion is widely scuttered

but thast i3 no longer a barrier to book service. All over the world

14

it has been proved that with proper organization libreries on a Ieg

L&

ionzl scalé czn be setup to serve scattered populations. The essenticls
of good librzry service are a plentiful book stock and trained libraxi«ns
to select the books,vorganize their distribution and zive advice and
guidance, Small populations cannot afford these essentials but a

suf: iciently lar s area and pogyulation can 100l its resources =znd

secure them. 1In Canade rggional libraries of this type now exisbt

in the West in ®ritish Columbia and in the Zast in Frince Edward

Island. . »
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e The Fraser Valley Union Library in British Columbia was the

pioneer regional library in Oanada.f It serves the towns and villages
of the Fraser Valley through branch libraries and the tiinly settled
areas are visited every two or three weeks by the bookmobile. I was
lucky enough to be on the staff of the staff of the Fraser Valley
library the first year of its existence., I remember well the great
variety Sf books that would be taken out in one day'é journey as wé
stop;ed at country stores, cross-roads, schools and solitary farm
houses. Then there would be requests for books nqt to be found on bthe
shelves of the truck. A £ rmer wanted anything and everything we
could get on grovwing hazel nuts, there was & rush order for @& veter-
inary dictionary from anéther farmer with a sick cow. on one occasion
we took down with us & sackful of books we had borrowed from the
Legislative Libraryrin Victoria. They were complete texts of the
Indian scriptures which a retired clergymen was egger to read., In
short the book truck and the bronches put everyonse in the Valley in
touch with whatever the printed word had to mect bis particular needs.
Fro:n 1933 - 6 1 had the privilege of putting in the library
service in Prince Edward Islind. There the book truck is not used
because the roads in the less accessible parts are bloeked with
snow in the winter and winter is the farmer's reading seasol. The
l1ibrary there serves the whole Island of about 100,00 people, through
a system of 24 vrunches. There are sbout 50,000 volumes with 1,000
or mbpatin each branch, But any of the books in the library &are
sent to anyone in the Island requesting them. So that if you want

to build a boat ,you gO° first to your nearest branch and £ind out wha
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they have on boet-building. If you want more information than you
find there your reguest 1is ssnt to the headquerters and any book in
any of the twenty four pranches c¢.n be sent to you until you find whet
you want. Every summer the books in the brench ccilections are moved
so thet in tims even in the small centres the wiole librery will pass
through. The principle in both British Columbia and rrince Edward Island
is the same - to‘put «t the disposal of everyone & wide range of rezd-
ing from whteh he can select what he wunts: to nave in charge of the
librzry trained librarians kéeping'the collections alive and fitted to
the nesds cof the peorle, giving personal advice znd guidance when this
oz: is needed.
qu} During the war I have been working with Wzar Service libraries in
the Atlantic area. I was much interested the other winter in two
young s=ilors on 2 Lozt running then between Halifax and Iceland. They
insisted thet they must n:ve books with then: they wefa used to reed-
ing and lost without books they szid. I took them to the shelves and
they spotted familiar friends and new books they were on the look-out
for. 1 said, "1 supposs you come from Teronto." "lo", they said, ".e
come from 3ouris, T.E.I." 3ouris is a small village with a branch of
the Island library. 1In the last ten yéars those boys had come to look
upon bocks as @ necessary part of their lives.
inyone with experience in providing libtraries for service men
must have been struck most forcibly by one fact., Those regiments
and men which came from areas of Cenada wéll sup.lied with libraries
were those who knew how §o make use of them when they were made avail-
(’ able. Whereas men from the library deserts of Canada were, taken as

a whole, unequippéd to teke £u11 advantage of the books provided.
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Such tastes caznnot be built up in a day but the provision of chkildren's
books in public librsries is an invsstment for our future citizens.

A few years : g0 books were part of the munifions of wwr, helring
men in the servicss to trein guickly for new Jobs., Today the minds
of men in the Services zre turning towards home and the interest is
in books on farming and Gther occupations, on building and planning
houses. There is a noticable interest in books on child psychology.
In andéd out of the 3ervices books can be valuable munitions of peace
=28 well as war, giving to farmers and workers of all kinds informaztion
on their jobs.

The very continuance of peace depends on our ability %o be
citizens of the world. Ais #endell Wilkie proclaimed the world is one
and our thinking in the future nmust be world wide, Thst means we
have to be informed anq intelligent. There is a general currency of
jdeas in all the progressive countries of the world today. It is the
birthright ©f citizens in a democracy to know what these ideas are.
and books are the means of communication. XN (('P\ b#s'p: SoN
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Hitler, we know, burnt }ibraries wherever he went. It was one® @k
of the surest means of producing a slave mentality. linds that are
starved for long enough of ideas and inforpation do not develop the
faculty of thinking freely and creatively., But countries which are
building for freddom, countries which hope to make the twentieth
century the Century of the Common lan have to see that the generous

provision of books and help in thetr use is not overworked.



